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* Country-m. M 
it your Difcourfe on the 


Woollen Manufacture; ’cis what is as Pleafing to 
the Company, as it is Profitable to the King- 
dom. 

Obf. 1 wifhitmay be as Pleafing to the Com- 
pany, as E am fure it is Profitable’to the King- 
dom 3 However, certain } am, it is an Invidi- 


After Obfervator, We muft 


ous Subject, for teil me of any Man yet, that 


éver advanced a Notion ferviceable to his 
Countrey, that was not the Mark of the Envy 
of Men in Offices? For as all our National Gi te- 
vances, proceed from the Mifmanagement of 
thofe Men, ‘fo thofe Perfons who endeavour 
to Detect and Rectify National Abufes, have 
ever been the Butts which Men in Power have 
fhot at: | know I have faid enough on this Sub- 
ject already to procure the Malice of many 
Officers againit me; but as | do not value their 
Love, fo 1 don’t fear their Anger or Threats ; 
and can content my felf in having dore my 
Duty in the Service of my dear Country with 
ot a Reward. 

- Our Prudent and Worthy Progenitors had 
‘other thoughts of the Benefit of the Woolldn 
Manafacture to this Kingdom, than Pofterity ; 
weof this Age cannot have fo Juft an Efteem 
thereof as our Fore-Fathers, becaufe we fee it 
in its Declining State: It is like a Beauty, 
Which has Jefs Admirers, becaufe it is WrinkPd 
and furrow’d by old ‘Age; but the lofs of its 
Beauty procceds not fromthe Advances of 
Téme upon it, but from the IWegligence of the 
Phyficians, who fhould have kept it in Repair. 
lf we look into the Reign of Henry Til. we 
fhail find that the Woollen Manufactore was 
no inconfiderable Staple, when the fecond Sons 
ofGentlemen, and others of higher Rank and 
Quality; were Apprentices to Clothiers; and 
this was fo great an Advantage to the Crown, 
that when Robert, Brother to King Henry, came 
through France, from the Hboly- Land, to Invade 
thefe Dominions, the King left the care of the 
Kingdom to nine great Clothiers, fix in the 
Welt and three in the North, who raifed an 
Army at their awn Expence and Charges, and 


after the faid King had beaten thé French, and. 


had brought over his Brother Roberta Prifoner 
he went to vifit the Clothiers in the North, 
and returned them Thanks for their Care of 
the Nation in his Abfence; and afterwards go- 
ing to give a Vifit to Sutton of Salisbury, an E- 
minent Clothier, he met in a narrow Lane, a 
Breat Company ‘of Waggons, which obliged 
the King to Halt a long time, and as 
Whofe thole W.aggons were, (being, Fourfcore 
in Number) he was told, that they all belong- 
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defire ‘a Continuation of 


—> 





ed to Sutton of Salish Ury The King {peaking 
to his Courtiers faid, Jl maintain “th is Aen? 
as long as J Live; Ji "Pawn my Crown but IB 
it. And well might he fay fo, for chat Trade 
was better to him than the Jewels j in hisCrown, 
put ’em all together; and then the Hiftory adds 
at that time it was a rare thing to fee a Beggar 
in Erxgland: So that we fied when the Wecllen 
Vanufadtw ‘e, and the Fifhery Flourifhed at one 
tim: (as they both didin the Re ign of that King) 
our Houfe of Commons was not perplexed to 
find out ways and means to fet the Poor on 
work; and what did that Bulinefs effectually 
two or three Centuries ago, might be as effe- 
Cualinow, did not Private Intere/t interfere and 
make an Obftruétion. 

Thus Flourified the Woollen Manufa@ture 
in King Henry ls. Time, who being fenfible 
of the Advantages thereof, not only encoura- 
ged the Trade, but Redref'd all the Abufes bee 
longing thereunto, He was the firft that E- 
ftablithed the Yard Meafure in England, which 
remains to this very Day; and a Clothier had 


always as free Admittance into his Company, 


as the the beft of his Courtiers. In Henry the 
VIPs time the Clothiers being Rich, Nume- 
rows arid Formidable, they became an Eye. Sore 
go the then Priefthood, who could not carry on 
their Arbitrary Defigns of enflaving a Nation, 

but by the extream Poverty of the People. In 
order hereunto, they endeavoured the Deftrue 
Gion of the Woollen Manufa@ture, Cardinal 
Woolfey, continually ply’d the King with Com- 
plaints and Inyectives againft the Clothiers, bue 


their Services were too freth in Memory, and 


their Jntereft too great, to be run dowmby the 


. Rhetorick of a defigning Prieft. And hereit 


is to be Noted, That foch Pric/ts or Lay-men, 
that Have defi ened the Deftruétion of the En- 
gh/b Libertits, have built their Foundation on 


| the Ruine ‘of Trade, either by mifreprefenting 


the Traders to the King, or by getting them- 
felves appointed Commiflionets, or Super-In- 
tendants in Trade) whereby they might have 
an Opportunity to ‘deftroy it. 

The Defigns of fuch Perfons have for fome 


Reigns laft paft, bad fuch vifible Effe€s on the 


Woollen Manoraéure, that at prefent it is in 
a Languifhing Condition to Retrieve itsformer ° 
State, is indeed worthy of the Notice of our 
Reprefentatives ; which for the good of our 
Country is recommended to their Care by our 
truly Englifh Queen, The Difcouragements to 
this Trade are numerous, yet | make no-Que- 
ftion but the wife Heads of that Auzuft Affem- 
bly will find means and ways to dbviate them. 
1 believe the-Practice of Blackwell- Hall, and the 
FaGors, is one means whereby this Maaofa@ure 
is 




















is Embarafs’d. The Advantage of this Trade 
ia Jreland is probably*znother. If you read 
Sir William Petty’s Political Arithmetick, pag. 
S9, 90, it will convince you.what an. unipeak- 
able Mifchief it is to prohibit the Importation 
of Jrifh Cattle; but 1 muft conclude with the 
Negligence and Corruption of Officers, as the 
chiefeft means of the Decay of this Beneficial 
Trade. The Preambleto the Act Anno primo 
Gulielmi © Afaria, eftablif\ing Commiflioners 
to prevent the Exportation of Wooll, affigns 
the Negligence of the Officers as the chief Caufe 
and Reafon of that Act; and yet we find it was 
ia the Power of the chief Officers in the King- 
dom to defeat the good Delign of that Aét, by 
Non-payment of the Officers who put it in 
Execution. So that it neceflarily follows, this 
Manufa&ure can never be Retrieved, it can ne- 
ver be brought co its priftine Glory and Profit, 
unlefs the Reprefentatives of the People will 
take the Management thereof into their own 
Hands. 

Country-m. Mafter Obfervator, we return 
you the Thanks of the Company for your Re- 
marks on the Woollen Manufacture; I don’t 
believe you'll get a Suit of Cloaths from all the 
Clothiers iu England for your Pains, but I hope 
they'll give you better words than the Colemon- 
gers and Ligbter-men have done for your Ob- 
fervations on the Exceflive Price of Coals. I 
rhuft tell you Mafter, you are Fruftrated in one’ 
of your Propofals, viz. Concerning the Rebuil- 
ding White. Hail out of the Plate taken at Vigo; 
for the Spanifh Merchants have Petitioned to 


have their J.ofles confidered out of that: 


purcliafe: I have procured a Copy of their 
Petition, and defire your Opinion thereon, 


Obf. Thefe Gentlemen fet forth, That they. 


were concerned in feveral confiderable Adven- 


tures contracted and configned by themfelyes. 


and their Agents inSpaiz,to be paid for and made 
good to them at the return.of the Plate Fleet 
lately arrived at Vigo; and thereforethey de- 
fire a Confideration and Relief for their Lofles, 
Thefe Petitioners are Merchants in Company, 
dnd this is the firft time that ever I heard of 
one of our Encorporated Companies in Trade 
petitioning for Relief from the’ Government, 
becaufe they are impowered to fecure their 


own Trafick; and this the Eaft- India Company 


has done by Building Forts in the Eaft- Indies, 
and by fending thither Good and Defencible 
Ships; if fhey have met with Lofles by the Spa- 
niards, theit Lofles happen at a Junétore when 
Letters of Mart and Reprizal may eafily be ob- 
tained, and by this means they may as eafily 
make good what they have loft, with abundance 


of Intereft. Wedo not live under a Govern- 


ment, wherein they fhall be told, That if they 
fave one Ship in three, it is fufficient.1 dare engage 
they will have no. fuch An{wer from the pre- 


_ fent Admiralcy when they petition for Con- 


voys, with which our Ships have been fofficient- 
ly provided ever fince Her Majefties happy Ac- 
ceffion to the Throne: They have been advi- 
fed by the Government to withdraw their Ef- 
fects, ever fince the Duke D’ Anjou Ufurped the 
Regal Power of Spain,and of the Kingdoms and 
Territories thereunto belonging; aad if they 
did not comply with this precaution, it is none 
of the Government’s fault. by 
If they contracted to be paid when the Flo- 


gaarrived from New Spain, they have, I con- | 


ERAS. Pheramepileegend 
New Spain yet} 
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fefs, made a lofing Voyage, a very bad Bart - 


gain: But thofe Men who have contracted for 
a Return of Larks when the Sky thall fal}, mug 
wait the Diflolatien of the Elements for their 
Id enough in 
ft, fufficient to reimbur fe them 
their Lofs; ard if they (being a Company) 
will Equip a foficient number ot Ships of War 
they may foon make themfelves. whole by Re. 
prizals. Formy part! am very glad that Her 
Majeity and the Sea, have the greateft fhare of 
that Flora, whoever are the Lofers; of the 
whole purchafe I would defire no more thay 
one piece of Etght for you and J, honeft Coun. 
try-man, to Drink the Duke of Ormonds Health, 

Country-m. 1 am much difturb’d, Sir, at the 
News from Paris, which fays; That. there ate 
feveral Projeétions of Peace contriving at thar 
Court. Giveus Peace in our Days, 1 have blots 
ted out of my Prayer Book, and will not put ir 
in again till the French King is ‘brought ag 
low as the Elector of Cologn: Peace! Fog 
what? Now we have got the Tyrant down 
fhall we let him rife again? God Forbid ! If 
we do, we deferve to be undermoft our felves 
next Bout: Look ye, Sir, I always foretold the 
Deftrué@tion of the French Tyrant, and always 
faid, as he rofe to his Excefs of Tyranny and 
Power by the Petticoats.( A/aintenon for that) 
fo he would fall by the Petticoats; our Queen 
ANN has given him fuch a woundy Thwack 
with her Diftaff, that I believe he has fpun his 
laft Thread. But this Peace fticks in my Sto- 
mach: What fhail I lofe the very delight of. 
my Heart, all my Fighting Stories; the plea. 
fant Tales of deftroying French Ships by whole- 
Sale, and of taking Spani/h Silver and Gold by 
Content; as they do Money at the Exchequer: 
I proteft/I had rather lofe my Life, : 

Obf. Never fear it, Country-man;; this Bout 
Menfieur Boufflers muft not bring his Articles 
of Peace-in Golden Snuth-Boxes, and Ratifie, 
and Confirm them under a Hedge: Our Pleni- 


potentiaries will never again fit Speechlefs with 


their Tongues in their Mouths, and ferve only 
as Clarks to. fay Amen to what two Generals 
fhall agree upon: Wat thou haft Blotted ont 
of thy Prayer-Book, has been out of mine this 
16 Years, and fhall never come in again till the 
French Tyrant has Vomited up the whole King- 
dom of Spain with its Appurtenances, till he has 
Deliver’d up Dunkirk and;Callais,and other con- 
fiderable Ports and Fortreffes tothe Engli/h, till 
fach time as everyiprivateCentinel in the Englif 
Army is grown as Rich and as great a Beau as 
a Chevalier of France. Never trouble thy 
Head about Peace, when ever it comes, it will 
be lafting, and then it will be welcome. * 
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